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NEED TO 
STAY OUT IN 
THE WOODS 

UNTIL 


if THAT'S RIGHT, 

CATCHING THE 
OPPONENT 
OFF GUARD 


Y44 —\S JUST 
ANOTHER 
Bm STRATEGY. 


HA HA! 
BEWARE, 
INSHUN. 





ITM SO 
EXCITED 
I CANT 

SLEEP. 











= CAPA R IES 

bh Le Oi cones oa a 25) 
(LOOKS SIMILAR TO A CAT, BLIT ACTUALLY 
IT IS VERY DIFFERENT.) 






































IN TO YOUR 





you 
TRIED THE 
SAME THING 
ON ME ONE 
NIGHT, DIDN'T 
you? 








You 
WEAKLING. 


WHY 
PRETEND 
TO BE 
STRONG? 






































I WONDER 
HOW 
MATAHACHI 
IS DOING? 


HAVE \ 
YOU MADE 
A NAME 
FOR \ 
YOURSELF...2 





I DONT 
THINK TLL 
SURVIVE LONG 
ENOUGH TO 
MAKE A 
NAME FOR 
MYSELF... 


Aw 




















SOLITARY 
NIGHTS 


MUSASHI 
OCCASIONALLY 
PASSED TIME 
CARVING 
BUDDHA 
STATUES. 


BUT FOR 
MUSASHI... 


.- TONIGHT'S 
POOR 
EXAMPLE OF 
HIS CRAFT WAS 
A FOREBODING 
SIGN OF THE 
NEXT DAY'S 
DUEL. 





DEMONS 
CHILD... 
THAT'S WHAT 


PEOPLE LISED fa 


TO CAl 





HOW CAN 
I BE 


PRAYING...? 











I WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
TURNED MY 
BACK ON 
THEM. 








TM LEAVING 
THIS PATHETIC 
TOWN. 







































I 


ENJOYED 
SPENDING 
TIME WITH 











DID 
I FALL 
ASLEEP? 











I 
SURVIVED 
ONE MORE 








a 
a) 


TO DIE... 





INSHUN 
OF HOZOIN 
IS THE 
STRONGEST 
OPPONENT 
IVE EVER 
ENCOUNTERED. 


BAD FOR 
WHAT COULD 








I 
OVERSLEPT. 


TM 
SORRY, 
INSHUN. 


SEE, 
MASTER, 
HE DIDNT 
RUN 
AWAY!! 

















WHAT 
NERVE... 
HE WAS 
ASLEEP!? 








THE 
HOZOIN 
CROSS-SHAPED 
SPEAR, 
INHERITED 
FROM 
MASTER INEI. 
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me we 




















® 


Mi A Mea lb 





























L INEl, 


THE WITNESS 











HE'S ; 
MANAGING (°\ 
TO KEEP IT 


CONTAINED... 





IT MAY. 
JUST BE THE 
FLICKERING OF 
THE FIRE... 


OR IT 


MIGHT BE 4 <i -.OR THE WAY 
THE DARKNESS = 


BEHIND HIM... 

















WINS, ITLL 
BE OVER 
IN AN 
INSTANT... 














y FACING 
INSHUN THE 
LAST TIME 

HAS FOREVER 


A FIGHT 
ALWAYS 
BE SO 
CONSPICLIOUS? 





THEIR 
SOULS 
ARE INTER- 

LOCKE! 














VAIS 8 2 OLY 
a Yj 


MUSASHI 
IS 
COMPLETELY jf 
DIFFERENT. 


TM SO 
EXCITED, 




















MUSTNT GET 
DISTRACTED. 





[ONCERY OUR] 
[HE ARIT@IS) 

















“AS THE 
FOUR SEASONS 
BETWEEN 
HEAVEN AND 
EARTH FLOW IN 
AN ENDLESS 
CYCLE... 


HEAVEN 



































THE 
TEACHINGS 
OF MY OWN 
MASTER. 


HE'S STILL 





WHY HAVEN'T 
I NOTICED 
THAT BEFORE 
Now? 





uA FRESH 
NEW SPRING 
IS SURE TO 
«ANVIGORATED FOLLOW... 
WITH 
STRENGTH 
RENEWED... 


IF YOU 
ARE ABLE 
TO ENDURE 

A LONG HARD 
WINTER... 





IT SEEMS 
YOU HAVE 
SURVIVED THE 
LATEST WINTER 
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MUSASHI 
BE SO 
CONFIDENT? 





IVE BEEN 
SEEKING OUT 
THE MOST 
FORMIDABLE 
OPPONENT I 
COULD FIND... 





AS THE 
EXPERIENCE OF 
MORTAL COMBAT. 


IT BRINGS 

ME TO THE 
BRINK OF 
DEATH. 


A 
ga 
oa 
Se 
iZ 
9. 

a 








-1 WILL BE 
UNDEFEATABLE. 

















EVERYTHING, I CAN SEE 


DOWN To THE || EVERYTHING, ~ ~ 
MOVEMENT OF | CLEARLY. 
HIS LONG 
EYELASHES... 











MASTER 
INEL... 
MAY I 

INQUIRE...2 


WHY 
DID YOu 
TAKE 
MUSASHI 
ON AS A 
DISCIPLE? 





THIS MAY 
NOT BE AN 
APPROPRIATE 


YOU 
TRAINED 
HIM! 
BUT SOME 
OF THE DISCIPLES 
ARE NOT CONFIDENT 
IN INSHUNS 
ABILITIES AS THE TRAINED. 
SECOND GENERATION : mo SU MANTO 
MASTER OF > DEFEAT 
, INSHLIN! 














HOW INFERIOR 
HE IS TO 
INSHUN. 





MASTER INE, 
YOUR HEART IS 
OPEN TO US. YOU 
ARE GENEROUS 
AND KIND. BUT 
INSHUN, HE 





YOU HAVE BEEN 
TRAINING 
MUSASHI FOR 
THIS DUEL. 





THAT 
HES TOO 
ALOOF AND 
DETATCHED... 








BUT INSHUN'S 
REMOTENESS... 


IT 
FOSTERS 
FEAR AND 
JEALOUSY 
IN THE 


STIRRED UP 
MYOEI AND 
THE OTHERS 
EVEN MORE... 








/ IVE 
NOT MUCH 
TIME LEFT 

IN THIS 
WORLD, 


WHAT END? 
FOR WHAT 
REASON WAS 


L HOZOIN 
KAKUZENBO 
INEL, WAS 
BORN INTO 
THIS WORLD... 








AND YOUVE 

PASSED YOUR 
LEGACY DOWN 

TO FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. 


DEVELOPED 
THE HOZOIN 
SPEAR 
TECHNIQUE! 

















THERE ARE A 
FEW TO WHICH 


THE MECHANICAL 
ASPECTS OF MY 
TECHNIQUE... 


I HAVENT 
PASSED ON 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING TO 
INSHUN... 





LEGACY THAT 
A MASTER 
MUST PASS 
ON TO HIS 


IT STILL 
REMAINS 
INSIDE 


NOT DIE 
UNTIL I'VE 
PASSED IT ON 
TO HIM. 














yAGyO 
MUNEYOSHI 
HAS ARRIVED, 
SIRI! 





KAMIIZUMI 
ISE NO KAMI 
WILL ALSO 
BE ARRIVING 
MOMENTARILY, 
SIR. 





THE MASTER 
WORDS MAN! 


‘inn i 
































HAVE A LONG 

WAY TO GO!! 

YOU HAVE AT 
LEAST ANOTHER 
30 YEARS TO 





YOULL 
CATCH A 
COLD OUT 
HERE, SIR. 


CANT 
YOU 
SLEEP? 


You 
MUST BE 
CAREFUL. A 
COLD CAN 





Y BE TIRED OF 
WAITING THERE 
IN THE DARK. 
AND YOU WONT 
BE ABLE TO 
ATTACK ME BY 
SURPRISE. 





I DONT 
KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE, BUT 
I THINK IT'S 
TIME YOU SHOW 
YOURSELF. 





.- SENIOR 
DISCIPLE OF 
YOSHIOKA 


SEIJURO OF THE 
EIGHT KYOTO 





TM 
FULLY 
AWARE OF 
MY IMPER- 


mA TINENCE... 





ANY 
DIGNITY THAT 
I MAY HAVE 
HAD HAS BEEN 
SHATTERED. 


PERHAPS IVE 
LOST MY 
MIND. 


I WITNESSED 
SOMEONE 
WITH SKILLS 
BEYOND MY 
COMPREHENSION 


IAM 
ASHAMED TO 
SAY THAT I 

DID NOT EVEN 
FACE HIM IN 








IVE 
NEVER 
BEEN 
AFRAID OF 
DEATH. 








KY 
\Y THE MIGHTIEST 
OF WARRIORS- 
THE INDOMITABLE 
YAGYI SEKISHLISAI 
‘MUNEYOSHI... 
































MANAGED 

TO SEND 

YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO 


“SEISORO'S 
DISCIPLE 













SEEK THE AID 
OF YOUR OWN 
MASTER. NOT 


DEDICATED ONE 
IS TO THE 
SWORD, THE 
MORE LIKELY 
YOU ARE TO 





wAlS AN 
ISLAND, 
UNTO 
HIMSELF. 





SUPPOSE 
ITS TIME 
To GO 
TO BED. 















IS THAT 
WHAT IT'S 
LIKE TO 
KNOW THE 
WAY OF THE 


You 
SEEMED 
AT PEACE 


AND IT 
MAKES 
ME WANT 
TO HUG 
HIM. 


ALMOST 

MAKES ME 

WANT TO 
CRY... 





YOUR 
FIGHTING 
STYLES ARE 
COMPLETELY 
OPPOSITE... 


MIYAMOTO... 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI/! 





MIYAMOTO 


INSHUN 
JUST MIGHT 
BE ON 
THE LOSING 


TATION OF 
WILLS SO 


y HAVE 
YOU SEEN 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS 


ABSOLUTELY 
DRAINING 
ON BOTH 
FIGHTERS. 





FEARED BY 
EVERYONE IN 
THE VILLAGE 
BECAUSE HE 
WAS SO 
VIOLENT. 


WELL, 
HE USED 
TO BE 
CALLED 
SHINMEN 
TAKEZO.... 








A MAN 
LIVING IN 
A WORLD 
OF RAGE 


AND FURY... 


WHO IS 
MIYAMOTO. 
MUSASHI? 


CERTAINLY 
DO SEEM 
TO ENJOY 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HIM. 














I HAD THE 

CHANCE TO 
MEET MY 
MASTER. 






























THE MIGHTY 
KAMIIZUMI 
ISE NO KAM! 
HIDETSUNA... 




















HE'S COME TO RESEMBLE A DOG.) 















































ISENOKAMI HAS 
NO BLOODTHIRST 
WHATSOEVER. 


DATING 
ME WITH 
HIS KI/? 








THE 
GREAT 
KAMIIZUMI 
ISE NO KAMI 
HIDETSUNA/! 


TAKEDA SHINGEN 
WAS IMPRESSED 
ENOUGH TO 
OFFER HIM A 
POSITION AS 
A DAIMYO... 


BUT 


ISE NO KAMI 
DECLINED BECAUSE 
Z OF HIS SOLE 


DEDICATION TO 
THE WAY OF 
THE SWORD. 


THIS WHAT 
A KENGO 


















































LEATHER 
WRAPPED 
AROUND 
BAMBOO? 





PRACTICE 
‘SWORD. 


I AM 

KAKLIZENBO 
INEl, THE 
MASTER OF 








=" HOW CAN 
HE FIGHT WITH 
THAT.../? 


\ nee 














BASTARD! 


CAN TAKE 


























DID HE 
TAKE MY 
SPEAR/? 


WEVE 
HAVE MUCH TO 
OFFER, BUT PREPARED 


PLEASE FEEL FREE A MEAL 
TO SPEND THE FOR YOU... 


EVENING HERE (J 
AT YOUR 
he LEISURE. ff 


‘SENSEI, 
SHALL WE 














I AM HIKITA 
BUNGORO, THE 









































WELL ——— 
IE DAY 


AFTER THAT, | 
yaGyO 
TENACIOUSLY 
CONTINUED TO 
CHALLENGE 
ISE-NO-KAMI. 


















THE END 
RESULT WAS 
ALWAYS 
THE SAME. 











THE MOMENT: 


I STEP IN, I 
BECOME 

SURROUNDED 

~AS IF TM BY A STRANGE 
BEING WARMTH... 














HIS HEART, 
HIS 
SOUL... 

















“THE WAY 
OF THE 















I DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND. 





THEN, I 
LIVED IN A 
WORLD OF 
CHAOS AND 

FURY. 








PLEASE 
INSTRUCT 
uS.../ 








THAT'S 
WHAT YAGYO 
MUNEYOSHI'S 

SWORDSMANSHIP 
WAS ALL 





DEFEAT MY 
OPPONENT.” 








“WITH MY 
STRENGTH...” 






































“WHY 
: WOULD You 


- DEDICATE 
YOUR LIVES 
TO THAT?” 








+ THAT 
THE WAY OF 
THE SWORD 

IS SO 

TRIVIAL? 





Do YOU 
TRULY 
BELIEVE... 






































































































































wllS 
ONE WITH 
HEAVEN 












WITH 
MY WAY, 
THE SWORD 
NEED NOT 
EVEN BE 
PRESENT... 














MUSASHI 
HAS THE 
UPPER 



































ae 


IN THE \’/_INSHLIN 


MOUNTAINS \( HAVE A DIS- 
ADVANTAGE 





-oHE 
SAID THE 
MOUNTAINS 








HE'S NOT 
NOT FEAR AFRAID.. 
INSHLIN'S 
SPEAR... 




















HE 
TOSSED ASIDE 
HIS BAMBOO 
SWORD AND 

STOOD BEFORE 

ME... 

















; 


PRESENCE 
WAS 
SUBLIME... 














AS IF 
HIS ENTIRE 
BODY WERE 
MELTING OUT 
INTO THE 
SKY. 








I 
a CRIED OUT 


/\ FOR ALL 
I WAS 
WORTH. 





I RUSHED 


REALLY 
WANTED TO 
JUST THROW 

DOWN MY 
SPEAR AND 
RUN AWAY. 











About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, 
author of the bestselling manga SLAM DUNK, 
with over 100 million copies in print world- 
wide. For his work on VAGABOND, Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for 
Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture 
as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for best 
manga. Most recently in 2002, Inoue’s 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka 
award for best manga. To date, VAGABOND 
has sold well over 22 million copies through- 
out the world, In addition to his numerous 
manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, 
ONE ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa’s novel MUSASHI, is a fictional 
account of the life of Miyamoto Musashi 
(1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto 
Musashi, author of the philosophical strategy 
guide A BOOK OF FIVE RINGS, was a master of 
the sword and was revered as a “sword-saint.” 
He founded the Niten Ichi style of sword fight- 
ing which is typified by fighting with both long 
and short swords at once, holding the long 
sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left. Musashi was also @ master of 
the “gentler arts"—he was a master of sume 
(black ink drawings), metalworking, and 
woodarving. The films, THE SAMURAI TRILO- 
GY, directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring 
Toshiro Mifune were also based on 
Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Perhaps inspired by 
the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003, NHK produced the historical period 
drama, MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's 
novel, this drama stars kabuki actor 
Shinnosuke Ichikawa as Musashi and TV star 
Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin in’ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin Temple which was a sub-tem: 
ple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than 
the use of brute force. 





Kami‘izumi Ise no Kami Hidetsuna (1508-1577(?)) 
The son of Kamiizumi Ise no Kami Hidetsugu, the lord of Kami‘izumi Castle in presentday Gunma 
Prefecture. Hidetsuna founded the Shinkage-ryu Style of sword fighting and was such an accomplished 
swordsman and military strategist that he was once recruited by the famed Takeda Shingen. Hidetsuna, 
however, declined the post, stating that he preferred to travel throughout the land so that he might perfect 
his swordsmanship. Many notable figures studied under Hidetsuna including the esteemed Yagyu Munenor 
and Hozcin In’. 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Seki 
The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and conflict. Central 
authorities, inthe form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the 
land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their 
spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other One daimyo in particular, Oda 
Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of 
his assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all of Japan. 
One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Tayotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's suc 
cessor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a process of con- 
quest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an order: 
ly federation amongst the dvimyo, and by 1590, order was 
restored to Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi’s 
death in 1598, however, presented the question of suc 
cession. Most of the damyo from the domains in the west 
remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its fiveyearold heir, 
Toyotomi Hideyori Tokugawa loyasu, however, leading the major daimyo 
from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leadership. 
The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino 
(located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the 
Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming vic 
tory. From that point on, the Tokugawa 
clan would effectively rule Japan for 
the next 250 years, 

























Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of 
Zen Buddhism, by the time 
Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the lead: 
ing temple of the Rinzai sect, 

Daitokuji. Takuan was an impor 


tant figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by influential and powerful figures 
such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu 
Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIVD has become an influ 
ential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, 
also bears his name 


The Yagyu Clan 
Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1608) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was 
one of Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of Sekigahara 

Munenori was appointed as the official fencing 
instructor of the Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the 
Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke—respon 
sible for the surveillance of the daimyo. 
Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in 
Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AND CUB as the 
plotters of the downfall of itto Ogami, the 
general Japanese popular culture take on the 
Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifica 

ly, Munenori’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), 
is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the 
people from evildoers. 
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Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 
A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku 
period (1482-1558) and the founder 
af the renowned Yoshioka schoo! of 
sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mas: 
tered the Kyohachi style of 
swordmanship and then 
modified it to form the 
Yoshioka style. In the con- 
text of Inoue's 
VAGABOND as well as in 
Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, 
Yoshioka Seijuro and 
Denshichiro are 
Kempo's sons who 
are historically 
thought to have 
dueled with 
Miyamoto 
Musashi on 
numerous 
occasions. 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


VAGABOND has been printed to read from right to left in its original 
Japanese format-presenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the way it 
was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a mirror image of 
the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left to right 
‘eading orientation of English, For this reason, errors in continuity occa 
sionally occur and characters who were originally righthanded suddenly 
become lefthanded. In order to present manga in its purest form, 
VAGABOND is being printed to read from right to left. This way, kimono are 
‘worn with the left side aver the right and the samurai’s long and short 
swords are carried on the left side, the way they were traditionally worn 








To properly enjoy VAGABOND, start from the other end of this comic and 
read from right to left 


A note on names: The names presented within the context of this comic 
are presented in the traditional Japanese order—surname, followed by first 
name. “Miyamota’ is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi” is his 
first name. The name of the creator of VAGABOND, however, has been pre- 
sented first name first, last name second, “Takehiko” is the author's first 
name and “Inoue” is his last name 








“Inoue’s artwork is 
flat-out gorgeous.” 
—Randy Lander, 
TheFourthRail.com 


Daunting tasks lie before Miyamoto Musashi—He must over- 
come his own personal demons as he prepares for a rematch 
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This book reads 


www.viz.com from right to left. = 


ISBN 1-S91Lb-07 
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